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In this guide, we will deploy AppFlowy Cloud entirely on local machine. This deployment will not be
accessible outside of the machine, and no collaboration is possible. However, it does allow a self
hoster to quickly explore the editing functions offered by AppFlowy.

Local Host Deployment
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Prerequisite

Docker compose and Git are installed on your local machine.
Familiarity with command line.

AppFlowy desktop application is already installed.

Setting up the web services

Clone the AppFlowy Cloud repository.

git clone https://github.com/AppFlowy-I0/AppFlowy-Cloud.git

From the root of the directory, copy deploy.env to .env.
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cp deploy.env .env

(Optional) If port 80 or 443 are already occupied by another service, such as Nginx, then modify
the port binding via the following env variables.

NGINX PORT=80
NGINX TLS PORT=443

Run the services via docker compose, in the background.

docker compose up -d

Check if all services are running and healthy.

docker compose ps

For subsequent sections, we will assume that port 80 is used for the deployment. If you have
changed the port in earlier steps, please change the port accordingly.
Setting up the desktop client

By default, the desktop application will connect to the official server. You can change the server
endpoint via the settings, which can be found at the bottom of the login page.
Update the base URL to localhost:80. You may ignore the web URL for the time being.

Settings

Language

English

AppFlowy Cloud

AppFlowy Cloud Self-hosted

Base URL

httpt//locahost:80

There are multiple ways to log in to AppFlowy. We will start with password login, which work out of
the box with the default configuration.

Close the application.

Log in via username and password
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Currently, AppFlowy clients do not support password based login directly. However, it is still
possible to login via username and password through the admin portal.

The admin portal is available on localhost:80/console. When setup correctly, you should land on a
page similar to below:

AppFlowy Cloud

Email Login

Email

Password

or

OAuth Login

google .

(&) Support AppFlowy on

The credentials are set via the following variables:

GOTRUE_ADMIN EMAIL=admin@example.com
GOTRUE_ADMIN PASSWORD=password

Do remember to change the default credentials if you plan to expose this deployment online. After
changing the variables, the changes will take effect after you restart the services via docker
compose.

Important: you should change the admin credentials only via the .env variable, and not via the
admin console.

Navigate to the admin page. The admin page is accessible via the top right button in the home
page:

& AppFlOWy Cloud |admin@example.com Delete Account Admin -

Create a new user. The email doesn't need to actually exist, unless you plan to login using Identity F
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P AppF|0wy Cloud admin@example.com

Navigate
Please enter the following information to create a hew user

Email: userl@example.com

Password: ——

List Users
Create User

List SSO Require Email Verification: No

Create SSO

For the purpose of this demo, we will create two users, userl@example.com and
user2@example.com .

Logout from the admin console, then log in using the credentials for userl@example.com.
Click on Open AppFlowy to launch the desktop application.

Inviting user to a workspace
If you have setup SMTP, you can invite a new member to your workspace directly from the
workspace setting page, in the application:

Members settings

My account

Invite members
Workspace

Since we have not setup SMTP yet, for this guide, we will use the admin console to manage
workspace member instead.

Login to the admin console using userl's credential.

On the left panel, click on Invite , then invite user2 to the workspace.

Invite another user to your workspace

Workspace Name Members Invite

My Workspace userl@example.com | user2@example.com|

Logout from the desktop application, so that we can login as user2 later. Close the application.
Login to the admin console using user2's credential. You should see something similar to the image
below, for the invite page:
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Invitation(s) from other user(s)

Workspace Name Inviter

My Workspace userl@example.com

Accept the invitation, then launch AppFlowy. user2 should now be a member of userl's workspace.
Shutting down service
The services can be stopped by running

docker compose down
Removing all data

If, at any point in time, you would like to erase all the data and start the setup from scratch again,
run

docker compose down -v
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